Enlistments

Eight weeks of basic training are currently
taken by men and women who enter the Coast
Guard. They are trained at Cape May, N.J. In ad-
dition to courses common to all services, Coast
Guard trainees study seamanship, ordnance,
damage control and Coast Guard history and
traditions.

At the completion of basic training, most
graduates receive technical training either by at-
tending schools or through a carefully planned pro-
gram of on-the-job training. During the first enlist-
ment, Coast Guard enlisted personnel can expect to
advance to the level of skilled technician.

Advancement
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A Coast Guard seaman recruit (E-l) is pro-
moted to seaman apprentice (E-2) upon completion
of basic training.

Eligibility for promotion to seaman or fireman
(E-3) is based on adequate time-in-grade (six
months), demonstration of military and professional
qualifications, recommendation of the commanding
officer, and completion of correspondence courses.

To earn petty officer ratings (E-4 through
E-9), an individual must, in addition to meeting the
requirements already stated, pass the Coast Guard-
wide competitive examination for the rating; com-
plete service schooling; or go through on-the-job
training.:

Commissioning

programs

Appointments to the Coast Guard Academy
are made competitively on a nationwide basis. A
nomination is not required. Qualified men and
women may apply by writing to the Director of Ad-
missions) U.S. Coast Guard Academy, New London,
Conn. 06320.

Coast Guard
Officer Candidate School

The Coast Guard trains selected college
graduates in skills necessary for commissioning at
a 17-week Officer Candidate School in Yorktown,
Va. Classes convene several times a year. Ap-
plicants must be U.S. citizens and either graduates
of an accredited college or university, or active du-
ty Coast Guard enlisted personnel with 30
semester hours of college-level credits from an ac-
credited college or university (CLEP test results
are acceptable).

Duty assignments are made on the basis of
the individual's educational background, experience
and expressed preferences, consistent with the
needs of the Coast Guard. Age limits are 21
through 27 on a cutoff date established twice year-
ly. Prior active duty military personnel may exceed
the age limit by the number of months of active
duty not to exceed 60 months.

Direct commissioning

programs

Graduates from a law school accredited by the
American Bar Association may receive a commis-
sion as a lieutenant (junior grade) in the Coast
Guard Reserve for a three-year active duty tour.
Evidence of application to take a bar examination
or actual admission to the bar must be submitted
prior to commissioning. Within one year after be-
ing commissioned, the graduate must be admitted
to the bar of a state or federal court.

The Coast Guard has a continuing need for
marine safety officers. One important source is
through its Maritime Academy Graduate Program,
whereby qualified, selected graduates of state and
federal maritime academies are commissioned as
ensigns and lieutenants (junior grade) in the Coast
Guard Reserve for a three-year active duty tour.
Those who wish may, while on active duty, apply
for integration into the active Coast Guard and, if
accepted, continue to pursue a challenging and
rewarding career. Also, licelised officers of the mer-
chant marine may apply for a commission in the
Coast Guard as a lieutenant (junior grade) or
lieutenant. Selections are made dependent upon ex-
perience and type of license held.

Aviation programs

Coast Guard aviation training is available to
selected graduates of Officer Candidate School or
the Coast Guard Academy. Pilot trainees attend 14
months of basic and advanced flight training at
naval air stations in Pensacola, Fla., and Milton,
Fla. Applicants must not have reached their 28th
birthday at the commencement of flight training.

The Coast Guard also commissions a limited
number of prior service aviators. A selection board
is convened twice a year. Those selected spend two
weeks at the Coast Guard Reserve Training Center
in Yorktown, Va., for Coast Guard orientation and
then undergo any necessary transitional training
(usually minimal) at Aviation Training Center,
Mobile, Ala., prior to reporting to their first duty
station. They spend three years on active duty and,
if accepted, may continue on active duty.
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